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Migration: the easiest 
story to simplify… 



When “the other” becomes a shortcut 
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Contact changes imagination



2015: when migration entered my kitchen



We were refugees too



What journalists taught me about migration stories



covering migration toolkit: 
(www.CoveringMigration.com)



Visibility without voice can still be harmful



Border zones are communication stress tests



What actually worked (and what failed)
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Worked:

trusted journalists

local communities

visual storytelling

films (“Green Border”)

consistent briefings

documenting reality

Failed:

✘ panic reactions

✘ shouting online

✘ abstract legalism

✘ talking about migrants 
without migrants



Communicating migration differently...

1. „What Do We Have in Common?” – TV 2 Denmark 
(2017)

http://youtube.com/watch?v=jD8tjhVO1Tc&themeRefresh=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD8tjhVO1Tc
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Communicating migration differently...

1. „What Do We Have in Common?” – TV 2 Denmark 
(2017)

2. „The DNA Journey” – Momondo (2016)

3. „Search Racism. Find Truth.” (2016)

http://youtube.com/watch?v=jD8tjhVO1Tc&themeRefresh=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyaEQEmt5ls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0l0tfxlcWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD8tjhVO1Tc
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Migration communication is not only 
about migration...

Countering anti-migrant narratives and disinformation is about:

- protecting our ability to still see one another as human under pressure.

- protecting trust, dignity and democratic space in polarised societies.

- resisting simplification when politics rewards fear.

- whose humanity remains visible when fear becomes political.

- whether human rights still feel socially meaningful in times of fear.
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