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Communicating with 
sceptical audiences
Jakob Sheikh, Director, Communication & Engagement
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The State of Play

Expulsions in violation of 

the conventions

To what extent do you agree 

or disagree that the Danish 

state should expel convicted 

foreign criminals, even if it 

violates the ECHR?

Source: Poll, Danish Daily 

“Weekendavisen”, December 2025
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The State of Play

Deportaton of Muslim 

immigrants

To what extent do you agree 

or disagree that Muslim 

immigrants should be 

deported?

Source: Poll, Danish Daily 

“Weekendavisen”, December 2025
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Denmark currently
ranked #1 at World 
Justice Project Rule of 
Law Index.

First European country to 
openly announce 
intention to legislate in 
direct breach of the ECHR.

War of narratives: Is 
Denmark protecting or 
contesting the rules-
based order?

The Paradox
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Main argument

1 We treat our agendas – the topics we choose to do 

major work on – as our most powerful advocacy lever.

2 We use listening as a tool of influence. 

Timing and common ground is essential.

3 Pragmatism does not 

equal vagueness.
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Antisemitism Disability Digitalisation

Three terrains
Topics chosen as tools for political access – not always for their substance, but for who they 

let us reach.
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2
We use listening

as a tool of 

influence. 

Timing and 

common 

ground is 

essential.
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Annual Report 2025

Borrow legitimacy. Partner with voices 

the sceptics already trust.

Partnerships with:

• Danish Disability Association

• Danish Association for Elderly 

People
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3
Pragmatism does

not equal

vagueness
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Engagement in the debate defending the Strasbourg court

• Minister for Integration 
confronts ‘human rights
community’

• Naming DIHR explicitly

• MP’s threaten to withdraw
our funding
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Where we work
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Contact Find more information

Thank you

Jakob Sheikh

Director

Communication & Engagement

jash@humanrights.dk

+45 40 50 13 60

humanrights.dk
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