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Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, and Colleagues, 

ENNHRI, the European Network of National Human Rights Institutions, representing 51 National 

Human Rights Institutions across Europe, welcomes the opening of this first substantive session of 

the IGWG and the start of the drafting process for a new legally binding instrument on the human 

rights of older persons. We commend the Chair and the IGWG Secretariat on the work 

undertaken so far. 

ENNHRI fully aligns itself with the input submitted by the Global Alliance of National Human 

Rights Institutions (GANHRI) on behalf of NHRIs worldwide, to which ENNHRI actively contributed, 

and wishes to reiterate its core messages. 

The new instrument must be transformative. It should mark a shift from welfare- and protection-

oriented approaches towards a human rights-based approach that recognises and strengthens 

the dignity, autonomy, independence, and agency of older persons as full rights-holders. It must 

squarely address ageism in its internalised, interpersonal, and institutional dimensions, and the 

cumulative effect of inequalities experienced across the life course.  

The instrument must build on, and not diminish, the existing, albeit fragmented, international and 

regional human rights frameworks, while closing protection gaps and applying an intersectional 

approach, in particular for older women, older persons with disabilities, and other groups facing 

multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination. 

From a European perspective, ENNHRI recalls that more than 40 States, including a large number 

of European States, sponsored Human Rights Council resolution 58/13, which is a clear signal of 

regional commitment. The Revised European Social Charter and Council of Europe 

Recommendation CM/Rec(2014)2 provide a valuable foundation, yet remain non-binding in key 

respects and insufficient to close existing protection gaps. The evidence is stark: 1 in 3 people in 

Europe reports having been a target of ageism, a phenomenon that remains widespread and 

deeply rooted across the region. Among older people, ageism is associated with poorer physical 
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and mental health, increased social isolation and loneliness, greater financial insecurity and 

premature death; an estimated 6.3 million cases of depression globally are attributable to ageism; 

and 42% of older persons in Europe report experiencing age discrimination, with ageism peaking 

in the workplace. ENNHRI, through its dedicated working group on the human rights of older 

persons and its 2025 webinar and report developed jointly with AGE Platform Europe and 

Equinet, stands ready to bring this European evidence base to the work of the IGWG. 

Finally, and as ENNHRI has consistently underlined, for this process to be credible, the 

meaningful, full and equal participation of older persons, their representative organisations, civil 

society and NHRIs must be guaranteed throughout, including during intersessional periods, 

through accessible formats, hybrid participation modalities, and a dedicated, lasting online 

platform for all documentation. 

ENNHRI and its members stand ready to contribute to this process at the national, regional, and 

international levels. 

Thank you, Chair. 

 

 

 


