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DAY 2

• Early Warning Signs
• Freedom of Association and 

Assembly
• Legal Restrictions on the Rights to 

Defend Rights
• Challenges faced by particular 

groups of HRDs



Stigmatisation Limits to 
participation

Restrictions on 
funding

Legal 
restrictions Criminalisation

Attacks, 
Detention, 

Killings

Pattern of restrictions

Attacks on NGOs

Attacks on the media and the arts Limits to the independence of the judiciary

Electoral control 



LEGAL RESTRICTIONS POLICIES PRACTICE

• Restrictive NGO laws
• Criminalisation of HRDs
• Other laws that impact 

on civil society – e.g. 
counter-terrorism, anti-
money laundering

• Legal restrictions on 
independent media

• Bureaucratic obstacles
• Burdensome registration 

requirements
• Limits to participation.
• Tick-boxing exercises
• Limits to funding

• Stigmatization, smear 
campaigns

• Closure of independent 
media houses

• Attacks, disappearances, 
killings
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Civil Rights Defenders: 
https://crd.org/2019/04/04/
civil-rights-defender-of-the-
year-2019-marta-pardavi/

https://crd.org/2019/04/04/civil-rights-defender-of-the-year-2019-marta-pardavi/


2016 - Hungary’s largest independent newspaper – Népszabadság - closed 
down fuelling fears over press diversity. 

Further independent outlets closed over subsequent years. 



2017 smear campaigns
• “Don’t let Soros have the 

last laugh”

• MP Szilárd Németh, the 
Vice President of the 
Fidesz states that “the 
Soros empire’s fake civil 
organizations - have to be 
rolled back with every 
means, and ……they have 
to be swept out of here”



Legal measures adopted
• 2017 NGO Law
• 2018 Stop Soros Law
• 2023 Sovereignty 

Protection Law





4 ways governments have sought to control diverse

arts sectors:

• Censorship

• Control of the media

• Bureaucratic encroachment

• Legal and financial controls

Mirrors threats to HRDs



Example from 
Georgia











Case of Polish Ombudsman – April 2021

Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal ruled that the Polish Ombudsman, Adam Bodnar will have to 
vacate his post within three months. 
• Vera Jourová, Vice-President of the European Commission for Values and Transparency said, “It’s 

of great importance to ensure that this institution, which defends citizens’ rights and plays an 
important role for upholding the rule of law, remains independent.” She said to a newspaper 
that the Ombudsman’s office “was the last bastion that those wanting an honest assessment of 
their cases could count on.”

• Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Dunja Mijatović tweeted that it “creates a 
worrying gap in the functioning of the Ombudsman institution in-btw [sic] terms and the 
protection of human rights in Poland”.

• Human Rights Watch said “With the courts compromised, the Ombudsman’s office under Bodnar 
has been one of a few remaining checks on the executive. His removal comes days after his 
office blocked the take-over of news- agency Polska Press by a state-owned oil company - a 
move that would have further reduced media pluralism.” 


