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Office of the Parliamentary Ombudsman

Establishment, independence and effectiveness of the NHRI

International accreditation status and SCA recommendations

In the past years, national, regional and international stakeholders have called on Malta
to establish an NHRI. This recommendation has featured prominently during the
Universal Periodic Review of Malta. On July 2019, the Bill on the Human Rights and
Equality Commission was presented to the Maltese Parliament, which would establish
an NHRI. ENNHRI, alongside civil society organisations and other actors, has supported
the establishment of a Maltese NHRI and advised national actors in their efforts. Prior to
the submission of the bill to Parliament, the Council of Europe’s Venice Commission

published its Opinion on the draft bill.

Upon the dissolution of the Thirteenth Legislature on February 20, 2022, all items on the
agenda of the House of Representatives, including its select and standing committees,
automatically lapsed. This process encompassed various motions, such as those
proposing the enactment of Bills, including the Equality Bill and the Human Rights and
Equality Commission Bill. Therefore, these bills required reintroduction in the new
legislative session for further consideration and potential enactment. To date, no bills
relating to the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution had been proposed

in Parliament.

In February 2024, the Office of the Parliamentary Ombudsman of Malta joined ENNHRI.
In doing so the institution is committed to taking proactive steps towards accreditation

as an NHRI compliant with the Paris Principles.

Over the past months, the Office of the Ombudsman has significantly intensified its
efforts to establish a fully-fledged NHRI in Malta. The Office of the Ombudsman

proposed to the Malta Government how to integrate NHRI functions within its existing


https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2018)014-e
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framework, suggesting an extension of its current mandate to encompass a broader

spectrum of human rights responsibilities.

The Ombudsman Act 1995 empowers the office to address issues related to public
administration's unjust, oppressive, or discriminatory actions, providing a solid
foundation for expanding its human rights remit. Furthermore, the office operates with
a high degree of independence, supported by adequate resources and financial
autonomy, ensuring its ability to uphold and advocate for these expanded

responsibilities effectively.

ENNHRI is closely monitoring developments in the country and stands ready to support
its member institution as well as to provide its expertise on the establishment and

accreditation of NHRIs to relevant stakeholders in Malta.
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