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Dear Reader,

It is with great pleasure that | present to you the XI Newsletter of ENNHRI’s CRPD Working Group. It
is the first newsletter of 2023 and covers the last quarter of 2022.

The previous year has been very challenging considering that the effects of covid-19 unfortunately
still linger and have yet been aggravated due to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. It should be noted
that the response to the conflict from NHRIs has been swift and shown unprecedented unity.

| strongly believe that the hard work of the international community will continue during 2023 and we
will definitely see the positive change.

| want to thank everyone who has been involved in the preparation of the Newsletter and | wish
to express my most sincere gratitude to the members of ENNHRI CRPD WG and to the ENNHRI
Secretariat for their active contribution to this Newsletter.

| do hope you find this issue of the Newsletter informative and useful. Please feel free to share it with
your colleagues and other stakeholders. We would greatly appreciate your feedback.

Yours sincerely,

Ekaterine Skhiladze
Deputy Public Defender of Georgia

ENNHRI CRPD WG Chair



ENNHRI CRPD WG
Members and Observers
Work on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities

Azerbaijan

On International Day of the Older Persons, the Om-
budsman Office of Azerbaijan organized a roundtable
on the topic of “Defending the rights of older persons
and strengthening their social protection” for the el-
derly living in the social service institution. During the
event participants were informed about the Ombuds-
man's competencies in the area of the protection of
the rights of older people, persons with disabilities
and other vulnerable groups. During the “Child Rights
Month” campaign between October 20 and Novem-
ber 20 National Preventive Group members conduct-
ed visits to the social care and educational facilities
for children with limited health capacities. During the
visits the NPG members made recommendations for
the elimination of shortcomings found in the facili-
ties, as well as on how to ensure and promote the
rights of children with disabilities and improve the
activities in this field. The regional centers of the Om-
budsman Office organized awareness-raising events
devoted to December 1 - World AIDS Day in coopera-
tion with healthcare facilities specialized in HIV/AIDS,
educational institutions, and youth organizations.
Participants were informed about the rights and du-
ties of people living with HIV as well as about the
Ombudsman’s activities in the direction of protecting
the rights of people infected with HIV/AIDS. On De-
cember 3 awareness-raising events dedicated to the
International Day of Persons with Disabilities were
organized. Participants were briefed about the inter-
national and national standards in the field of protect-
ing the rights of persons with disabilities, as well as
the relevant activities of the Ombudsman. Within the
framework of the events, some participants submit-
ted their applications addressed to the Ombudsman.
See the details here.

Bulgaria

At the end of November 2022, the Ombudsman of
the Republic of Bulgaria submitted to the Nation-
al Assembly a set of legislative amendments in the
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Law on People with Disabilities (PWD) and the Law
on Health, which aim to overcome the most serious
problems people with disabilities face — namely the
delay in their re-examination by the medical examina-
tion authorities. The proposal was accepted by the
National Assembly. The Ombudsman insisted that
legal provisions shall make it possible for people with
disabilities to have full access to their rights and the
social support they need even after the expiry of their
medical documents and in the event of a delay by the
medical examination authorities until the issuance of
the new expert opinion. New legislation will provide
an opportunity to solve serious problems that affect
more than 660,000 vulnerable citizens in Bulgaria.
The Ombudsman of the Republic of Bulgaria brought
to the attention of the relevant agency the texts of
the Art. 74 of the Social Security Code, which requires
disabled people with 50 and over 50 percent type and
degree of disability/degree of permanently reduced
working capacity to have acquired insurance experi-
ence until the specified date of disability in order to
be able to receive a disability pension due to a gen-
eral illness. From the numerous complaints received
from citizens with disabilities, it has been established
that a significant part of young people with disabili-
ties, up to the age of 25, cannot acquire the required
insurance experience. In her statement Ombudsman
emphasized that the condition and needs of disabled
citizens require full assistance from the state as soon
as the disability occurs and is established, and rec-
ommended that the problem be examined and the
necessary actions be taken for its positive develop-
ment that adequately guarantees the rights of people
with disabilities. The Ombudsman of Bulgaria sent a
recommendation to the relevant agency in relation to
the difficulties faced by people with reduced mobility
when using intercity bus services. In order to guaran-
tee the rights of people with disabilities, a recommen-
dation has been made to take adequate actions to
solve the problems, ensuring the interests of people
with reduced mobility. See the details here.

Georgia

On October 5 the Public Defender’s Office (PDO) and
UNHCR Georgia held a joint presentation of the re-
port on the rights situation of asylum seekers and
persons under international protection, which con-
tains a special chapter on asylum seekers with dis-
abilities. On October 11-13, PDO presented a special
report on the Implementation of Housing Services



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1orSZwfVy5hqd69y1KWfiYLuR-TepZu5X/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bYMaDHJslt-4isrrJ4kM7zCsq6hHCEkA/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/tavshesafris-madziebelta-da-saertashoriso-datsvis-mkone-pirta-samartlebrivi-mdgomareobis-shesakheb-spetsialuri-angarishis-prezentatsia
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/221027015349satskhovrisis-servisebis-gankhortsieleba-shshm-pirta-uflebebis-chrilshi
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/221027015349satskhovrisis-servisebis-gankhortsieleba-shshm-pirta-uflebebis-chrilshi

in the Context of the Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties to the representatives of local self-governments.
Challenges relating to the right to adequate housing
and ways for their resolution were main aspects dis-
cussed during the meeting. On October 25, PDO ap-
plied to Thilisi City Court with the amicus curiae brief
regarding the application of the principle of reason-
able accommodation (receiving education tailored
to the child’s individual needs in preschool) in rela-
tion to a child with disabilities. PDO addressed the
Chairman of the Board of the Chamber of Notaries
of Georgia with a general proposal to ensure that no-
taries correctly understand the concept of capacity
and fulfill the standards defined within the framework
of the legal capacity reform, including by eliminating
the discriminatory practice of requesting a medical
certificate. PDO made a general proposal to the rele-
vant Ministry to replace the medical model of grant-
ing disability status with a biopsychosocial model
as soon as possible, as well as to instruct the insti-
tutions determining the disability status to take into
account the individual needs of persons with disabil-
ities during the evaluation process and to eliminate
the practice of using the term “incapable of work”
in medical documents. On November 3-4, PDO held
a working meeting/seminar with representatives of
psychiatric institutions, where the topics of discus-
sion were the problems existing in mental health hos-
pitals and human rights approach to treatment. PDO
filed the constitutional lawsuit on November 4, 2022,
which challenges the discriminatory acts of several
municipalities — excluding persons with permanent
residence permits from social programs intended
for persons with disabilities. On November 14-16, a
training was held for the employees of PDO and the
members of the Consultative Council of Persons
with Disabilities on the social model of disability and
deinstitutionalization. PDO held awareness raising
meetings with different focus groups in throughout
Georgia (including kindergarten teachers, education-
al resource centers, social service representatives,
and local self-government representatives) for the
popularization of the UN CRPD. See the details here.

Germany

Germany adopted a law on triage on the 10 Novem-
ber 2022. The law designates the “current and short-
term probability of survival” as the decision criterion
and hence leaves it to the doctors to decide who gets
the vital resources in a case of scarcity, albeit the
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decision on scarce resources in a non-discriminato-
ry manner is not a medical question. The law does
not meet the human rights criteria of the UN CRPD.
It neither addresses the structural discrimination in
the health care system nor does it prevent the individ-
ual indirect discrimination of people with disabilities
is sufficiently. During the legislative process, the Ger-
man Institute for Human Rights and many DPOs had
repeatedly but unsuccessfully pointed out that the
bill was questionable in terms of human rights. In Oc-
tober, a delegation from the Czech monitoring body
of the CRPD visited the German Institute for Human
Rights. During the insightful two-day visit, both teams
presented their respective institutes, ways of working
and identified common fields of practice in the pro-
tection on the rights of people with disabilities. The
main thematic focus was put on topics concerning
Articles 12,19, 29, 31 and 31 of the CRPD. In Decem-
ber the German Institute for Human Rights submitted
its annual report on the development of the human
rights situation in Germany to the German Federal
Parliament. The focus chapter is about inclusive ed-
ucation and the necessity for a comprehensive strat-
egy and greater federal responsibility in Germany.
Another chapter deals with a greater consideration of
the interests of persons with disabilities in the health
care system and health policy. An English summary is
available here. See the details here.

Ireland

In October 2022, five new members were appoint-
ed to serve on the Commission’s statutory advisory
committee to support the monitoring of Ireland’s im-

The twentieth meeting of the Disability Advisory Committee (5 December 2022).

plementation of the UNCRPD. The Disability Advisory
Committee met in October 2022 and December 2022.


https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sasamartlos-megobris-mosazreba-gonivruli-misadagebis-printsiptan-dakavshirebit
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsvelma-mkhardacheris-instituttan-dakavshirebit-sakartvelos-notariusta-palatas-zogadi-tsinadadebit-mimarta
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsvelma-mkhardacheris-instituttan-dakavshirebit-sakartvelos-notariusta-palatas-zogadi-tsinadadebit-mimarta
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsvelma-mkhardacheris-instituttan-dakavshirebit-sakartvelos-notariusta-palatas-zogadi-tsinadadebit-mimarta
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsvelma-shezghuduli-shesadzleblobis-statusis-minichebis-arsebuli-modelis-tsvlilebastan-dakavshirebit-jandatsvis-saministros-zogadi-tsinadadebit-mimarta
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/samushao-shekhvedraseminari-fsikiatriuli-datsesebulebebis-tsarmomadgenlebtan
https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/informatsia-sakartvelos-sakhalkho-damtsvelis-mier-gagzavnili-sakonstitutsio-sarchelebis-taobaze
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QG30eoZgtgU4RV90XK5jQSBRJOFWK2Ox/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Publikationen/Menschenrechtsbericht/Executive_Summary_Annual_Report_Development_Human_Rights_Situation_Germany_2022.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YmsvRNQGnVKUEpnoHbC7Oh5XTeQN5gwE/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true

More information on the Committee is available here.
The Commission made a submission to the mid-term
review of the Roadmap for Social Inclusion in Octo-
ber 2022. The submission states that government
policies on access to work should seek to retain
employees who develop disabilities while in em-
ployment, by ensuring reasonable accommodations,
and income supplementation. The full submission
is available here. The Commission’s Annual Confer-
ence took place in November 2022. The theme of the
Conference was Achieving Gender Equality At Work:
Care Policy and Practice. The conference highlighted
challenges to accessing employment and set out the
centrality of care policy and practice in achieving gen-
der equality at work. Panel discussions took place
on intersectionality and care; disabled people, older
people and care; and other areas. The conference
programme is available here. In December 2022, the
Commission published the results of its Annual Poll.
The poll found that more than 8 in 10 Irish people
(83%) agree that people with disabilities face barri-
ers to participating in Irish life, while more than half
(54%) say that disabled people do not receive equal
employment opportunities. In addition, nearly 9 in 10
people (86%) agree that employers need to do more
to accommodate employees with disabilities. More
details can be found here. See the details here.

Latvia

On October 1, representatives of the Ombudsman'’s
Office participated in the monitoring of the 14th Par-
liamentary (Saeima) Election, carrying out in-person
monitoring visits to psychoneurological hospitals
and prisons to make sure that the voting procedure
and the conduct of the polling commission complied
with the Saeima Election Law and the instructions of
the Central Election Commission, and to report viola-
tions. The Ombudsman has been actively campaign-
ing against the amendments to the Education Law
which would allow heads of schools to prevent emo-
tionally or physically violent students from undergo-
ing education at the school. During the campaigne it
was stressed that these children must be given all the
assistance they need to be successfully included in
society. The amendments were not supported in the
parliament. Media reported that people have trouble
receiving an extension to their disability status due to
the slow decision-making of the State Medical Com-
mission for the Assessment of Health Condition and
Working Ability. The decisions of the Commission
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are very important, as without them a person cannot
receive disability benefits or other forms of support,
which is particularly unacceptable in the current eco-
nomic circumstances. Due to the involvement of the
Ombudsman and the media, relevant agency found a
way to accelerate the process and a new temporary
procedure has been introduced. The Ombudsman'’s
Office has published a short video tutorial “Ka rak-
sttt iesniegumu?” (Eng: How to Write an Application?)
to increase the ability of the public to communicate
successfully with different types of institutions and
organisations. The video will be useful both for those
who tend to forget what exactly to write in an official
application and for those who are writing it for the
first time. On December 3, the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities, the Ombudsman, in coop-
eration with the Association of Disabled People and
their Friends “Apeirons” and the National Library of
Latvia (LNB), held the 8th consecutive award ceremo-
ny of the “Annual Award for Supporting People with
Disabilities”. The Award has become an integral tra-
dition of the Ombudsman’s Office and its partners —
a way to support the people and organisations that
have actively represented the interests of people with
disabilities. See the details here.

Slovenia

The Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of
Slovenia published the Special Report on Accessibil-
ity of Centres for Social Work for People with Move-
ment and Sensory Impairments. The Ombudsman
called on the state to provide appropriate infrastruc-
ture that will enable equal treatment of all people or
their social inclusion. The special report was submit-
ted for consideration to the National Assembly of
the Republic of Slovenia. The Ombudsman received
several complaints pertaining to a reassessment of
eligibility for personal assistance. According to the
Ombudsman it is not in compliance with the Consti-
tution of Slovenia if the previously acquired rights of
people to personal assistance is encroached on, if
such an option is not foreseen in the law. It is also
not acceptable to lessen the scope of the right to per-
sonal assistance in cases when, with the same legal
arrangement, the person whose health had improved
requests a greater scope of the right. The Ombuds-
man has already addressed several recommenda-
tions to competent authorities, proposing necessary
measures be taken to provide all imprisoned persons
who, due to age, iliness, disability or other impairment



https://www.ihrec.ie/crpd/members-of-the-disability-advisory-committee/
https://www.ihrec.ie/app/uploads/2022/12/Submission-to-the-public-consultation-on-the-Roadmap-for-Social-Inclusion.pdf
https://www.ihrec.ie/app/uploads/2022/11/IHREC-Achieving-Gender-Equality-At-Work-Conference-Programme-Digital-9-Nov-2022.pdf
https://www.ihrec.ie/more-than-8-in-10-say-disabled-people-face-barriers-to-participation-in-society/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fvrAClqr0_HvigumCODzZQ_7raIJwCw1/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.tiesibsargs.lv/en/contacts/application/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-6h9s_s-fobvqktJBr_0efCBLEs1bCp-/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.varuh-rs.si/en/news/news/ombudsman-presented-a-special-report-on-accessibility-of-centres-for-social-work-for-the-disabled/
https://www.varuh-rs.si/en/news/news/ombudsman-presented-a-special-report-on-accessibility-of-centres-for-social-work-for-the-disabled/
https://www.varuh-rs.si/en/news/news/ombudsman-presented-a-special-report-on-accessibility-of-centres-for-social-work-for-the-disabled/

need additional assistance, with suitable accommo-
dation in adapted premises (within the prison system
or outside) and assistance with their daily care and
other necessary care. Despite this, the Ombudsman
still encounters cases of insufficiently adapted living
conditions for imprisoned persons in need. During the
last quarter of 2022 complainants warned about the
problems with access to dental care services under
general anaesthesia for persons with special needs
due to unacceptable long waiting periods (6 months
and more). For this reason people with special needs
have to take numerous pills to ease their pain, which
is unacceptable, especially in case of children. The
Ombudsman joins the position of the Health Council
for the matter to be treated with priority — in all fields,
especially in the case of children who are required to
take painkillers due to long waiting periods. See the
details here.

Turkiye
Human Rights and Equality Institution participat-
ed in the “Accessibility Fair & Awareness Summit”

Many institutions and organizations such as public
institutions and organizations operating in the field

of disability rights, non-governmental organizations
and local governments participated in the Summit.
Information on the activities carried out in the field of
disability rights was given to the guests. HREIT board
member made a presentation on “Access of Persons
with Disabilities to Education and Employment within
the Scope of Law No. 6701”. Within the scope of the
event a brochure was prepared, which includes the
publications prepared by HREIT on the rights of the
people with disabilities and the decisions to combat
discrimination in the field of disability rights. During
the reporting period regular NPM visits were made
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to places where people are deprived of their liberty
or taken under protection and reports including our
detections, evaluations and recommendations relat-
ed these visits were shared with public; applications
submitted to HREIT by persons in many places of
detention or protection, especially those held in pen-
itentiary institutions, were examined and concluded;
joint activities were organized with peer institutions
and organizations in other countries; 63 centers in
46 provinces were visited in 2022. Throughout the
year, public or private special care centres for the dis-
abled persons has also been visited regularly. Within
NPM’s duty, Siirt Barrier-Free Life, Care and Reha-
bilitation Center was visited on December 15. Study
has started for the “Thematic Report on Violations of

Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Entry to Public
Services”. Handbook/guide “Discrimination Ground
Series No:3 On the Basis of Disability” was prepared
and published. On December 4 HREIT staff held a
“Briefing Conference on Strategies for Combating
Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities
in the Context of Human Rights” collaboration with
Uskiidar University. See the details here.

Ukraine

In order to ensure the rights of citizens to social pro-
tection in conditions of martial law, the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine and the Government promptly ad-
opted important legal acts, which, in particular, deter-
mined the mechanism for the payment and delivery


https://www.varuh-rs.si/en/news/news/an-overview-of-the-ombudsmans-activities-in-the-field-of-human-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/en/participation-in-the-accessible-life-fair-and-awareness-summit
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/siirt-engelsiz-yasam-bakim-ve-rehabilitasyon-merkezine-habersiz-ziyaret-gerceklestirildi
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/siirt-engelsiz-yasam-bakim-ve-rehabilitasyon-merkezine-habersiz-ziyaret-gerceklestirildi
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/kategori/pages/Engellilik-Temelinde-Ayrimcilik-El-Kitabi
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/kategori/pages/Engellilik-Temelinde-Ayrimcilik-El-Kitabi
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/insan-haklari-baglaminda-engellilere-yonelik-ayrimcilikla-mucadele-stratejileri-konferansi
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/insan-haklari-baglaminda-engellilere-yonelik-ayrimcilikla-mucadele-stratejileri-konferansi
https://www.tihek.gov.tr/insan-haklari-baglaminda-engellilere-yonelik-ayrimcilikla-mucadele-stratejileri-konferansi
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JIyB-XB2xW2dCuOtU99LaSm7pN47tidS/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true

of pensions, the payment of state social benefits,
benefits and housing subsidies, the provision of so-
cial services in the period of martial law. However,
many issues of ensuring the rights of persons with
disabilities required additional legislative regulation,
and the Commissioner brought them to the attention
of relevant state authorities. In accordance with the
recommendations of the Commissioner a legislative
act was adopted which guarantees the automatic
continuation of pension for persons with disabilities
whose pension termination period falls during the
period of martial law. The issue of payment of state
social assistance to persons with disabilities since
childhood and children with disabilities who tem-
porarily found themselves abroad as a result of the
military aggression of the Russian Federation needs
to be settled at the legislative level. Considering the
recommendations of the Commissioner and in order
to resolve this issue, relevant Ministry is developing
a draft resolution. On December specialists of the
Commissioner’s Secretariat took part in an event
organized by the Committee of the Verkhovna Rada
of Ukraine on social policy and protection of veter-
ans’ rights on the topic: “Problems faced by persons
with disabilities during the war and ways to solve
them.” The event was provided with informational
and analytical materials on the problematic issues
of protection of this category of persons based on
the results of the Commissioner's monitoring and
recommendations for their settlement. Persons with
various forms of disability, with psychosocial and
intellectual impairments are particularly vulnerable
and are exposed to an even greater risk of being left
out of the state’s attention in war conditions, being
limited in access to information, security measures,
evacuation, necessary medical assistance, etc. The
Ombudsman’s office monitors architectural accessi-
bility for persons with disabilities and other groups of
the population with limited mobility. In the course of
2022, 3 monitoring visits and 48 no-visit inspections
were carried out, primarily in those regions of Ukraine
where the population moved en masse to escape the
war. In the last quarter of 2022 9 on-site monitoring
was conducted. As of the end of 2022, architectural
accessibility has already been improved in 7 monitor-
ing objects. Employees of the Commissioner’s Office
took part in an online interview for the study “Rapid
assessment of the experience of evacuating people
with disabilities in Ukraine as a result of military op-
erations in 2022", based on the results of which “Me-
thodical recommendations for evacuating people
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with disabilities” were developed. Regional represen-
tative offices of the Commissioner held educational
seminars dedicated to the observance of the rights
of persons with disabilities under martial law for
managers and employees of residential institutions,
territorial social service centers and inpatient depart-
ments at territorial centers of local self-government
bodies. See the details here.

ENNHRI CRPD Working
Group Work on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities

On October 20 a Meeting of the EU Framework to pro-
mote, protect and monitor the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) with
the ENNHRI Working Group on Rights of Persons
with Disabilities was held. Plans to monitor the imple-
mentation of the Commission’s European Disability
Strategy 2021-2030 was introduced during the meet-
ing. Members discussed way of cooperation with the
Framework as well.

On December 7 an online meeting was held on Imple-
mentation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the Na-
tional Level. The main objective of the meeting was to
present the perspective of the UN Committee on the
Right of Persons with Disabilities and give the par-
ticipants an opportunity to discuss issues related to
the effective use of the protocol with the Committee
representatives.

Regional and International
Actors work on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities

Regional and international actors have continued to
actively work towards the protection and promotion
of the rights of persons with disabilities. Various doc-
uments were adopted, and guidelines developed.

UN

UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights defenders and UN Special Rapporteur on the
rights of persons with disabilities published a joint
statement concerning the human rights defend-
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HNJHETlCSvzx9WC1ohwi5OLY6eS1ybDJ/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=110041566384656493814&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://srdefenders.org/human-rights-defenders-with-disabilities-targeted--excluded-globally-warn-un-experts/
https://srdefenders.org/human-rights-defenders-with-disabilities-targeted--excluded-globally-warn-un-experts/

ers who have disabilities. The statement underlines
that they can be targeted or excluded because of
their disability, for being human rights defenders, or
both. “Breaking barriers: Stories from Human Rights
Defenders with Disabilities” is a new project by UN
experts Mary Lawlor and Gerard Quinn. It features
testimonies from human rights defenders with dis-
abilities peacefully advocating for the rights of oth-
ers. According to the statement:

“Some defenders with disabilities report that
their work puts them at risk of attack, and that
their activities in defence of the rights of others
often goes unrecognised. Ableist and paternal-
ist attitudes and narratives perpetuate this risk
because they deprive persons with disabilities of
spaces to communicate their experiences and
contribute to the formulation appropriate solu-
tions. Some HRDs with disabilities are tortured
while serving long jail sentences for their human
rights work. Others are attacked, their homes
and offices are raided, and they are subjected
to smear campaigns and vilification.”lly children
with disabilities placed in institutions”

According to the joint statement by the UN experts
relating to the International Day of Persons with Dis-
abilities protection measures are needed to support
children with disabilities in armed conflict. The ex-
perts call on states to allow and facilitate safe, timely
and unimpeded humanitarian access to persons with
disabilities in need of assistance, including children.
It is vital to provide timely, sustainable, appropriate,
inclusive, and accessible assistance in terms of
health care, rehabilitation services, early interven-
tion programmes, education, assistive devices, and
mental health and psychosocial support on an equal
basis with others. In this way, specific reintegration
needs can be effectively addressed.

UN experts called for urgent action to protect
Ukrainian children with disabilities in residential care
institutions. The experts expressed concern for the
safety of children with disabilities and high support
requirements. Due to the neglect associated with
institutionalization, these children are likely to be
susceptible to respiratory and malnutrition-related ill-
nesses and called upon all actors to work urgently to
address these concerns and reduce the risk of death,
trafficking, and abuse of Ukrainian children with dis-
abilities in institutions.
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OSCE/ODIHR

Crises such as health emergencies and armed con-
flicts have a disproportionate impact on people with
disabilities. This issue and examples of positive
practice that ensure disability inclusion amid the
COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing armed conflict
in Ukraine were discussed at an event organized by
the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Hu-
man Rights (ODIHR) on 4 October 2022 in the mar-
gins of the Warsaw Human Dimension Conference.
The event reflects ODIHR’s commitment to strength-
ening the rights of people with disabilities throughout
the OSCE region.

Mental Health Europe (MHE)

MHE published the Statement on the new mental
health initiative by the European Parliament Coalition
on Mental Health and Wellbeing. While it is often ar-
gued that mental health is not a competence of the
European Union, EU policies, such as social, disability,
migratory and human rights policies directly impact
the mental health and wellbeing of millions of people
in Europe, including persons with mental health prob-
lems and psychosocial disabilities.

European Disability Forum
(EDF)

In 2022, EDF has advocated on the inclusion of per-
sons with disabilities in 9 key legal initiatives. EDF
provided input to public consultations of the Euro-
pean Commission on 21 topics relevant for persons
with disabilities and disseminated them to EDF mem-
bers to ensure the perspective of all persons with
disabilities at the national level are included, such
as women and girls with disabilities. Earlier last year,
EDF also became Chair of the EU CRPD Monitoring
Framework and participated in all the meetings: 3
Framework meetings, one of which happened on the
8th of November; 1 meeting with the Commission’s
CRPD focal point on 4 October; and 1 meeting with
the national focal points on 20 October.

On October 7, EDF reproduced the Icelandic Disabili-
ty Alliance’s statement regarding the European Court
of Human Rights’ case “Arnar Helgi Larusson v. Ice-
land”. On October 19, EDF published an article on the
CRPD Committee announcement about countries for
review in 2023.
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EDF has been very concerned about the impact of the
high cost of living on persons with disabilities. As a
consequence, the EDF board adopted a resolution
on Prioritising persons with disabilities in the action
against inflation and energy costs

To promote the use of the EU disability card across
Europe and contribute to improving it, EDF shared the
Commission launched a call for evidence on the EU

Disability Card.

The end of 2022 - Lessons Learned and a Way Forward

In its effort to advocate for the inclusion of persons
with disabilities, and especially looking at the Direc-
tive on Corporate Sustainability Reporting, EDF over-
saw the completion and agreement on the Directive,
publishing an article about Companies in the EU to
be held more accountable for disability inclusion al-
though the actual reporting questions for companies
are still being drawn up.

On December 6, EDF organized a workshop for mem-
bers on the upcoming CRPD and CEDAW review of
their countries.

| Resources

European Commission Social Policy Network pub-
lished the report that describes and analyses the con-

ditions under which persons with disabilities aged 18
years and above are granted effective access to so-
cial protection. It focuses on the provision of various
disability-specific income support schemes, benefits
for some risks other than disability, as well as select-
ed support services for people with disabilities; and
it highlights the main gaps and obstacles to access
them. It also gives an overview of ongoing policy re-
forms and national debates relevant to the social pro-
tection of people with disabilities and identifies good
practices in the 35 countries analyzed.

ODIHR published the brochure on the Promoting the
Political Participation of People with Disabilities

MHE released Guidelines on access to justice for
persons with psychosocial disabilities, which aims
to provide guidance on what access to justice means
in practice for persons with psychosocial disabilities
and how to ensure that this right is respected and im-
plemented. The rights and principles outlined in the
guideline apply to the whole justice system, meaning
all legal proceedings (civil, criminal, and administra-
tive) and procedural stages until final adjudication or

sentencing. Accordingly, these guidelines can be of
help to any stakeholder within all the branches of the
justice system and any participant in legal proceed-
ings.

MHE published the Paper on Mental health and geo-
political crises: Ukraine and beyond, which aims to
explore the key short, medium, and long-term chal-
lenges to mental health linked to the Ukraine war and
beyond, and how mental health support should be
prioritized as part of a comprehensive approach to
well-being.

EDF published a specific briefing To ensure the Group
of Experts on combating violence against women in-
clude women and girls with disabilities in the review
of the implementation of the Istanbul Convention.

EDF published a follow-up to the European Parlia-
ment event: A Disability Card recognised in all EU,
summarizing the different views expressed during
the event.

EDF published a Briefing on discrimination and so-
cial exclusion of Roma with disabilities

EDF published its Responses to European Commis-
sion’s Call for Evidence

Announcement!

Earlier this year, EDF published a report on forced sterilisation in the EU, this is a big priority for EDF and they
advocate for the criminalization in the EU directive on combating violence against women. NHRIs can support

this effort. For more information: contact marine.uldry@edf-feph.org.

We invite you to share your activities as well as any feedback and questions by writing to the
Office of Public Defender of Georgia at

nberishvili@ombudsman.ge
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