
                                                             

                                           

 

 

 

Concept Note 

Seminar 

Promoting Participation of independent monitoring frameworks, OPDs and 

CSOs in the work of the UN CRPD Committee during Pandemic and beyond   

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

14:00 PM - 16:00 PM (CET)  

Zoom Link will be provided closer to the date of the Seminar 

The UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is the body of independent experts, which 

monitors the implementation of the UN CRPD by the State Parties. It is clearly and repeatedly outlined by 

the Committee, that participation of independent monitoring mechanisms, OPDs and CSOs is crucial in this 

process and needs to be encouraged. 

Organizations of persons with disabilities, civil society organizations and national human rights institutions 

are welcome to be involved in all aspects of the Committee’s work, including in the state party reporting 

cycle or state party conferences, in different meetings and sessions, as well as in the process of drafting 

General Comments, in general discussions, in the adoption of guidelines and statements concerning specific 

rights or aspects of rights of persons with disabilities. All the mentioned activities implemented by the 

Committee are aimed at better understanding the concepts enshrined in the Convention and, accordingly, 

its better implementation.  

Effective communication with the UN CRPD Committee is a prerequisite for a full and effective 

participation in the Committee’s work.  In this direction, it is noteworthy, that the Committee adopted 

guidelines for disabled persons’ organizations, civil society organizations and independent monitoring 

mechanisms on participation in the Committee’s work.1 The aim of the adoption of the mentioned 

guidelines is to assist disabled persons’ organizations and civil society organizations in ensuring timely and 

useful contributions to the Committee’s work,2 recognize the importance of establishing, maintaining and 

 
1 Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, available at: <https://bit.ly/3CrYBJc>, last accessed 

[25.11.2021]. 
2 Report of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on its eleventh session (31 March–11 April 2014), 

Annex II: Guidelines on the participation of disabled persons’ organizations and civil society organizations in the 

work of the Committee, available at: <https://bit.ly/3AmptcW>, last accessed [25.11.2021]. 

https://bit.ly/3CrYBJc
https://bit.ly/3AmptcW


developing a close interaction and affiliation with independent monitoring frameworks and national human 

rights institutions at all stages and in all aspects of the Committee’s work.3 

Questions related to reaching the Committee for initiation of communication with the Committee, are being 

frequently raised among the members of the ENNHRI UN CRPD Working Group. Despite existing formal 

procedures, practical aspects of Communication with the Committee requires further clarification, 

especially for those with no experience in the Committee’s work. It is noteworthy, that for many state 

parties participation in different aspects of the Committee’s work is novel. Without relevant experience, it 

is utterly difficult to navigate in this process and have useful and effective involvement. Thus, it is crucial 

to hear about the experiences and best practices of the counterparts in order to clarify all the issues and hear 

some practical advice about the ways of meaningful involvement with the UN CRPD Committee.  

Communication with the UN CRPD Committee has become even more important during the COVID-19 

pandemic, since the human rights violations of persons with disabilities need urgent response.    

It has been recognized, that the crises unfolding with the COVID-19 pandemic is challenging the whole 

spectrum of rights enshrined in international human rights treaties. A number of human rights treaty bodies 

have issued timely and specific recommendations to States, concerning human rights-based response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.4 However, the COVID-19 pandemic has revealed that the UN CRPD has not been 

comprehensively implemented by the countries that have ratified it.5 Therefore, it has resulted in 

aggravating human rights protection of persons with disabilities during these challenging times. Despite 

various statements issued by the UN CRPD Committee, related to state obligations to properly protect the 

rights of persons with disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic, effective and frequent communication 

with the Committee, seeking recommendations and guidance during this unprecedented situation, was and 

still remains crucial both for the prevention of violation and for the protection of the rights of persons with 

disabilities.  

Based on this background, the main objective of the Seminar is to acquire information about the 

main aspects and different opportunities of participation in the work of the UN CRPD Committee 

during and beyond the COVID-19 pandemic, directly from the Committee member(s). Additionally, 

the invited speakers will share information and best practices regarding their experience in 

communicating with the Committee. The Seminar will facilitate and promote the work of civil society 

organizations and organizations of persons with disabilities, as well as independent monitoring 

mechanisms and national human rights institutions, to better communicate with the Committee and 

as a result, achieve meaningful and effective interaction with the Committee.  

 

 

 
3 Guidelines on independent monitoring frameworks and their participation in the work of the Committee on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities. Available at: <https://bit.ly/3lGs9fn>, last accessed [25.11.2021]. 
4 COVID-19 and Human Rights Treaty Bodies, available at <https://bit.ly/3tW2y5U>, last accessed [25.11.2021]. 
5 Months in fear, anxiety and confusion: the life of people with disabilities in COVID-19, available at 

<https://bit.ly/3EALmaX>, last accessed [25.11.2021].  

https://bit.ly/3lGs9fn
https://bit.ly/3tW2y5U
https://bit.ly/3EALmaX

