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High-Level Meeting co-organised by ENNHRI and the German 

Presidency of the of the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers 

 ‘Recommendation on the development and strengthening of effective, pluralist and 

independent national human rights institutions’ 

27 April 2021 

 

Participants list 

European National Human Rights Institutions (ENNHRI members)  

 

Country ENNHRI Member Position Full name 

Albania People’s Advocate 

Ombudswoman  Erinda Ballanca 

Commissioner Erjona Bana 

Adviser Jorida Justemi 

Armenia Human Rights Defender's Office 

Human Rights Defender of 

Armenia 
Arman Tatoyan 

Head of International 

Cooperation  
Mikayel Khachatryan 

Austria Austrian Ombudsman Board 

Member of the Austrian 

Ombudsman Board 
Werner Amon 

Head of International 

Unit/Executive Director IOI 
Ulrike Grieshofer 

Azerbaijan 
Office of the Commissioner  

for Human Rights 
Commissioner Sabina Aliyeva 

 

 

Belgium 

UNIA - Interfederal Centre for 

Equal Opportunities and 

Opposition to Racism and 

Discrimination 

NHRI Coordinator Marisa FELLA 

Federal Institute for the 

Protection and Promotion of 

Human Rights 

Director Martien Schotsmans 

Legal Officer Laurens Lavrysen 

Legal Officer Michaël Merrigan 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

Ombudsperson Institution  

of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Ombudsman Jasminka Džumhur 

Ombudsman Nives Jukić 

Ombudsman Ljubinko Mitrović 

Bulgaria 
Ombudsman Institution  

of the Republic of Bulgaria 

Ombudswoman Diana Kovatcheva 

Head of Cabinet Katia Hristova-Valtcheva 

Croatia 
Ombudswoman Institution of the 

Republic of Croatia 

Ombudswoman 
Tena Šimonović 

Einwalter 

Adviser Tatjana Vlašić 

Cyprus 
Commissioner Maria Stylianou-Lottides 

Policy Officer Kyriacos Kyriacou 
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Office of the Commissioner  

for Administration and the 

Protection of Human Rights 

Officer Katerina Kallitsioni 

Czech 

Republic 
Public Defender of Rights 

Deputy Public Defender  

of Rights 
Monika Šimůnková 

Denmark Danish Institute for Human Rights 

Executive Director Louise Holck 

Chief Legal Adviser Lise Garkier Hendriksen 

Project Manager Nieves Molina 

Estonia Office of the Chancellor of Justice 
Head of International 

Relations 
Kertti Pilvik 

Finland 
Finnish Human Rights Centre & 

Parliamentary Ombudsman 

Director Sirpa Rautio 

Expert Elina Hakala 

Expert Leena Leikas 

Deputy Parliamentary 

Ombudsman 
Maija Sakslin 

Georgia 
Office of the Public Defender  

of Georgia 

Acting Head of 

International Relations Unit 
Mariam Tavdgiridze 

First Deputy Public 

Defender 
Tamar Gvaramadze 

Deputy Head of the 

Department on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities 

Nino Valikovi 

Chief Specialist Nino Kashakashvili 

Germany 
German Institute for Human 

Rights 

Deputy Director Michael Windfuhr 

Researcher and Policy 

Adviser 
Anna Suerhoff 

Senior Researcher Nina Eschke 

Assistant to the Deputy 

Director 
Cornelia Kuntze 

Great Britain 
Equality and Human  

Rights Commission 

Executive Director Alastair Pringle 

Executive Director,  

Corporate Improvement & 

England 

Cath Denholm 

Greece 
Greek National Commission  

for Human Rights 

President Maria Gavouneli 

Human Rights 

Officer/Coordinator 
Roxani Fragou 

Legal Officer Eva Tzavala 

Hungary 
Office of the Commissioner  

for Fundamental Rights 

Commissioner Ákos Kozma 

Deputy Secretary General Gábor Schmidt 

Interpreter Judit Pethő-Szirmay 

Ireland 
Irish Human Rights  

and Equality Commission 
Commissioner Prof. Caroline Fennell 

Kosovo* 
Ombudsperson Institution of 

Kosovo 

Head of International 

Relations Office 
Arberita Kryeziu 
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Deputy Ombudsperson Majlindë Sinani Lulaj 

Latvia 
Ombudsman's Office  

of the Republic of Latvia 

Ombudsman Juris Jansons 

Head of Communication 

and International 

Cooperation Division 

Evita Berke 

Liechtenstein 
Liechtenstein Human Rights 

Association 
President Wilfried Marxer 

Moldova 
People’s Advocate  

of the Republic of Moldova 

Head of Department Dumitru Roman 

Senior Consultant  
Elena Munteanu-

Sagaidashina 

Deputy Chief of 

Investigation Department 
Carolina Cazaciuc 

Montenegro 
Ombudsman Institution  

of Montenegro 

Ombudsperson Sinisa Bjekovic 

Chief Advisor Dina Knežević 

North 

Macedonia 

Ombudsman Office  

of North Macedonia 
State Counselor Slavica Dimitrievska 

Northern 

Ireland 

Northern Ireland  

Human Rights Commission 
Chief Executive Dr. David Russell 

Norway 
Norwegian National Human 

Rights Institution 

Senior Policy Adviser Kristin Høgdahl 

Special Advisor Petter Fredrik Wille 

Poland Commissioner for Human Rights 

Deputy Commissioner Hanna Machinska 

Director of Legal 

Department 
Mirosław Wróblewski 

Portugal Office of the Ombudsman 

Deputy Ombudsman 
Teresa Maria de  

Moura Anjinho 

Deputy Ombudsman 
Joaquim Pedro Cardoso 

Costa 

Adviser 

Patricia Helena Nunes 

Fragoso Martins Reis de 

Carvalho 

Romania 
Romanian Institute  

for Human Rights 

Executive Director Adrian Bulgaru 

Senior Researcher Marius Mocanu 

Inspector for Public 

Relations 
Beatrice Berna 

Documentalist-translator Andreea Moroianu 

Russia 

Office of the High Commissioner  

for Human Rights in the Russian 

Federation 

Head of International 

Multilateral Cooperation  
Olga Goncharenko 

Chief specialist-expert  Alena Shcherbakova 

Scotland 
Scottish Human Rights 

Commission 
Chair Judith Robertson 

Serbia 
The Protector of Citizens  

of the Republic of Serbia 
Protector of Citizens Zoran Pašalić 

Slovakia 
Slovak National Centre  

for Human Rights 
Legal Expert Beata Babačová 

Slovenia Ombudsman Peter Svetina 
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* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSC 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the 

Kosovo Declaration of Independence 

 

Regional NHRI Secretaries and NHRIs 

 

 

 

ENNHRI Secretariat 

 

 

Human Rights Ombudsman  

of the Republic of Slovenia 

Deputy Ombudsman Miha Horvat 

Senior Counsellor Simona Drenik Bavdek 

Spain Defensor del Pueblo Director of Cabinet 
Carmen Comas-Mata 

Mira 

Turkey 
Human Rights and Equality  

Institution of Turkey 

Head of Institution Süleyman Arslan 

Expert Hamza Akyuz 

Ukraine 

Secretariat of the Ukrainian 

Parliament Commissioner for 

Human Rights 

Parliament Commissioner 

for Human Rights 
Lyudmila Denisova 

Senior Specialist Maksym Polishchuk 

Organisation/institution Position Full name 

Asian and Pacific Forum Project Manager Huong Tran 

RINDHCA Technical Secretary Cecilia Bernuy 

GANHRI Operations Manager Ileana Bello 

Position Full name 

Secretary General Debbie Kohner 

Senior Network Development Officer Maurice Claassens 

Senior Human Rights Officer  Katrien Meuwissen 

Senior Finance Officer Christina Gesios 

Human Rights Officer (Capacity Building) Nina Pániková 

Human Rights Officer (Accreditation) Gabriel Almeida 

Administration Officer Christos Katsalis 

Communications Officer Martina Giani 

Communications Trainee Valentina Canepa 

Human Rights Trainee Sophia Lane 

Human Rights Trainee Irene Bellomo 


