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The National Consultative Commission on Human Rights (CNCDH) is the French
National Institution for the protection and the promotion of human rights (French
NHRI). The report covers the work of the Commission in the field of migration over
2018-2020, including on-site visits at the French-Italian (19-20 March, 12-13 April
2018) and French-British (15-16 December 2020) borders. 

The CNCDH advised national and local
authorities to put an end to all forms of
intimidation and harassment of human
rights defenders.

ACCESS TO ASYLUM PROCEDURES RECEPTION CONDITIONS

HUMAN RIGHTS ACOUNTABILITY

During its missions on the French-Italian
and French-British borders, the CNCDH
noted:

Access to asylum procedures
almost impossible (staff shortages;
lack of training of Border Police
Officials; dysfunctions of the Dublin
III Regulation)

Migrants quasi-systematically
pushed pushed back to Italy without an
individual assessment of their
situation

UK-bound migrants stranded at
the French side of the border
because of the Touquet and the
Sangatte Agreements.

NGOs were found to be:

Prevented from providing
humanitarian and legal assistance
to migrants by national authorities

Quasi-systematically banned from
observing evacuation operations
carried out in makeshift camps

Sometimes subjecSometimes subjected to
intimidation or unfair fines by
law enforcement officials.

The CNCDH denounced the increased
vulnerability of migrants and asylum
seekers during the pandemic:

Registration of asylum applications
and appeals were suspended
between March and May 2020

Migrants in administrative
detention centers (CRA) were
exposed to an increased risk of
infection infection due to overcrowding

The CNCDH continues its missions 
to monitor migrants’ rights at
borders during COVID-19 times.

IMPACT OF COVID-19

The CNCDH missions also revealed:

The appalling conditions of
reception of migrants (Menton
Pont Saint Louis)

The presence of unaccompanied
minors in detention facilities
with no ad hoc support

The The inadequate access to essential
services, e.g. water, food, hygiene,
health (Calais, Grande-Synthe)

Expulsions of migrants sometimes
carried out with disproportionate
use of force by state agents
(Calais).


